
Parish Council Briefing – October 2022 
Cllr Aaron Powell, Bretforton and Offenham 
 
Firstly apologies that I cannot be with you this evening. 
 
Five Year Housing Land Supply 
Contrary to the information that I provided last month it now transpires that Wychavon is unable to 
demonstrate a five year housing land supply following the review of the latest figures.  This is 
because we are required to make provision for at least 533 houses to be built each year in 
Wychavon over the next 5 years and currently do not have enough planning permissions granted or 
sites in the South Worcestershire Development Plan (because it is now at the end of its period of 
applicability) still to be developed.  In practice, we have always delivered considerably more than 
this number – over 900 homes being built in the past year.  However, building out sites sooner only 
reduces the number left to be delivered and, therefore, we cannot currently demonstrate the future 
supply.  It is unlikely that we will be able to do so until the new development plan is adopted. 
 
The primary effect of this is that developments outside of established development boundaries have 
to be considered not only in relation to planning policy but also with a ‘tilted balance’ in favour of 
development.  That doesn’t mean that every application will be approved but that unless there are 
other substantive planning issues with a site the balance is likely to fall in favour of development.  
This will also weaken the council’s position on appeals – particularly the Ivy Lane, Bretforton appeal.  
There have already been some appeals allowed on the basis that we do not have a five year supply 
(not in Bretforton and Offenham) but there has also been at least one appeal dismissed – so it is still 
worth making good planning arguments for refusal. 
 
I am sorry that incorrect information was provided last month.  The Leader of the Council and I were 
informed by the Director of Planning that we did have a five year supply in writing on 24th August.  
This was reiterated a week later and we were only informed on 6th September that this was incorrect 
and that an error had been made in the calculation. 
 
Director of Planning and Infrastructure 
The Director of Planning left the Council on health grounds on 16th September and an Interim 
Director is soon to be appointed. 
 
Travellers and Travelling Show People Planning Document 
You may recall that there was a preferred options consultation last year on sites for Travellers and 
Travelling Show People.  A new planning policy document has now been prepared and will be put 
before the Council for approval on 19th October.  I am pleased to say that, with the exception of 
existing planning permissions already granted at Aldington and Badsey there are no new allocations 
and only 2 additional pitches on one site has been identified as required in Charlton to meet the 
needs up to 2028. 
 
South Worcestershire Development Plan Review 
The SWDPR has now been published for Council approvals, starting with Worcester (and therefore 
on their committee papers website).  It is scheduled for consideration by Wychavon on 19th 
October, with approval sought for six weeks’ public consultation starting on 1st November.  The 
SWDPR website will be updated very soon to show the current position a short summary document 
is being prepared to accompany the consultation itself.  The full papers are over 4,000 pages long!  
 
The plan covers the period to 2041 and identifies the need to provide at least 11,080 additional 
homes (over and above existing planning applications granted) in order to meet the targets set by 



government.  The plan identifies sites for 13,240 homes on the basis that some may prove not to be 
deliverable or be removed during the public examination stage of the plan at the Planning 
Inspectorate.  8,500 of the new homes are planned at new strategic sites – Worcestershire Parkway, 
Throckmorton, Rushwick and Mitton.  Just under 2,000 are proposed in the existing towns (255 in 
Evesham) meaning that 1,445 (11%) are in the Category 1-3 villages.  Without the new strategic sites 
this number would have had to be much larger.  The plan also identifies 362 hectares of additional 
employment land and, for the first time, includes a climate change policy as policy SWDPR01. 
 
There are three sites located in Offenham in the plan - Land immediately adjoining southern side of 
Boat Lane (10 properties); Land south of Three Cocks Lane (opposite the Cricket Club) (32 
properties); and Land off Laurels Road (between Laurels Road and Leasowes) (37 properties).  There 
are two sites located in Bretforton in the plan – Land north of New St (1 ha. 18 properties) and Land 
West of Ivy Lane (the existing appeal site – 30 properties).  I would encourage you to continue to 
make representations about these sites during the public consultation as all representations will be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
Community Legacy Grant 
There will be a further round of Community Legacy Grant funding.  This may not be until next year 
but I am pushing for it to be brought forward and have expressed my concerns and frustrations at 
the way the previous round was run.   
 
Residents Survey 
Our residents’ survey is now live. Residents can take part by visiting 
www.wychavon.gov.uk/residents-survey. This year we are trialling a new approach to the survey by 
directly targeting households identified as being in demographic groups we don’t usually hear from. 
This is part of our efforts to make sure the views of our residents are properly represented within 
the survey.  
Posters and postcards are also being distributed to libraries, we have issued a media release and 
contacted people on our various e-mailing lists. Anyone not able to fill the survey in online can 
request a paper copy from us by contacting Paul Curry. 
Please free to promote the link and any of our social media content on your own channels when 
they’re announced on Friday 30 September.  
 

http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/residents-survey

